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1. General information 
The Community Survey (CS) is a nationally representative, large-scale household survey 
which was conducted from February to March 2007. The Community Survey is designed to 
provide information on the trends and levels of demographic and socio-economic data, such 
as population size and distribution; the extent of poor households; access to facilities and 
services, and the levels of employment/unemployment at national, provincial and 
municipality level. The data can be used to assist government and the private sector in the 
planning, evaluation and monitoring of programmes and policies. 
 
This document sets out the information that you will need to access the data provided. 
 
In order to process and analyse the data, users should be in possession of appropriate 
software that can handle very large data sets. Users can contact Stats SA for advice in this 
regard if necessary. 
 
The files essential for accessing the data are provided in text format. Other files with relevant 
information have been provided in Word, PDF and Excel 2000 formats. If you do not have 
software appropriate for this format, please contact Stats SA and paper copies will be 
forwarded to you.  
2. Contents of CD 
2.1 Data 
This directory contains the data files in text format: 
• Persons 
 
• Housing 
 
• Geography 
 
• Person_Imputation_Flags  
 
• Housing_Imputation_Flag 
2.2 Metadata 
The files and the corresponding sections of the questionnaire are as follows: 
• Persons: 
Section A, B, C, D, E and G – Demographics, migration, disability and 
social grants, education, employment and economic activities and parental 
survival and income. (Section F – fertility – is not covered in this product.) 
• Housing: 
Section H – Housing and household services 
• Geography: 
Provincial, district council and municipal link for 2001 and 2005 
• Person_Imputation_Flags: 
Person imputation flags (Sections A, B, C, D, E and G) 
• Housing_Imputation_Flags: 
Housing imputation flags (Section H) 
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2.3 Record layouts 
The record layouts contain information about the question numbers, a short 
description of the variable, and also the start position and length of each variable in 
all the data files. 
 
Variable names, which are also supplied for convenience, are the ones used 
internally within Stats SA. 
 
The Metadata should be consulted for more detailed descriptions of the variables. 
2.4 Code lists 
This directory contains code lists for: 
 
• 2001 District Councils 
• 2001 Municipalities 
• 2005 District Councils 
• 2005 Municipalities 
 
These code lists are in Excel format and are supplied separately for user 
convenience. 
2.5 Questionnaire 
This directory contains the questionnaire in PDF format. 
2.6 Publications 
This directory contains the statistical release and other publications in PDF format. 
2.7 Concepts and definitions 
This directory contains concepts and definitions used in the Community Survey 2007. 
2.8  Cautionary note 
This directory contains the concerns raised by the Statistics Council after their 
evaluation of the CS data. 
2.9  Spatial data 
This directory contains the spatial data as at 2001 and 2005 for the use in a 
Geographical Information System (GIS) at national, district council and municipal 
levels. 
3. Requirements 
The following minimum hard drive space is required: 
 
Data 217 Mb 
Publications 4 Mb 
Spatial data 54 Mb 
Other 1 Mb 
Total 276 Mb 
4. Design of the sample 
The sampling procedure that was adopted for the CS was a two-stage stratified random 
sampling process. Since the data are required for each local municipality, each municipality 
was considered as an explicit stratum. The first stage involved the selection of EAs within 
each municipality. 
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4.1 Selection of EAs 
The selection of EAs was done using a systematic simple random procedure. 
4.2 Selection of dwelling units 
The second stage of the sample design involved the selection of dwelling units. The 
selection of dwelling units was based on a fixed proportion of 10% of the total listed 
dwellings in an EA. All household members were enumerated. 
5. Coverage 
The targeted population for the Community Survey is the entire South Africa – excluding 
those living in institutions and recreational areas. All nine provinces in the country formed 
part of the sample, which included all the population groups as well as the four settlement 
types – urban-formal, urban-informal, rural-formal (commercial farms) and rural-informal 
(tribal areas). 
6. Estimation of the population and number of households 
The statistical count of the CS was measured in terms of number of persons and/or number 
of households. The universe of the CS covers the persons and households that were 
sampled within all different enumeration areas as demarcated in the 2001 Census, excluding 
those classified as institutions and recreational areas. In order to have new estimates, the 
past Censuses are considered as the best available sources of data that give information at 
lower geographical level. Therefore, the CS estimates for lower geographical levels are an 
adjustment to the projected information from these data sets. 
7. Copyright notice and disclaimer 
© Copyright, Statistics South Africa, 2003. 
 
The information products and services of Stats SA are protected in terms of the Copyright Act, 1978 
(Act 98 of 1978). As the State President is the holder of State copyright, all organs of State enjoy 
unhindered use of the Department’s information products and services, without a need for further 
permission to copy in terms of that copyright. 
 
Where a copy of the information is made available to any third party outside the State, the third party 
must be made aware of the existence of State copyright and ownership of the information by the 
State. The State (through Statistics South Africa) retains the full ownership of its information, products 
and services at all times; access to information does not give ownership of the information to the 
client. The use of any data is subject to acknowledgement of Statistics South Africa as the supplier 
and owner of copyright. 
 
Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) will not be liable for any damages or losses, except to the extent that 
such losses or damages are attributable to a breach by Stats SA of its obligations in terms of an 
existing agreement or to the negligence or wilful act or omissions of Stats SA, its servants or agents, 
arising out of the supply of data and or digital products in terms of that agreement. The user 
indemnifies Stats SA against any claims of whatsoever nature (including legal costs) by third parties 
arising from the reformatting, restructuring, reprocessing and/or addition of the data, by the user. 
 
Since there have been demographic changes in South Africa associated, inter alia, with internal and 
external migration, and population growth. This means that population profiles may have changed at 
differing geographic levels. Stats SA is not responsible for any damages or losses, arising directly or 
consequently, which might result from the application or use of these data.  
8. Contact details 
Please do not hesitate to contact Stats SA User Information Services for additional information or 
queries: 
 
Tel:   +27 (12) 310-8600 
Fax:   +27 (12) 310-8500 
E-mail:   info@statssa.gov.za 
Stats SA website:   www.statssa.gov.za 
